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of the season. Doubtless much heart-burning exists
on the part of those who are not invited to these
feasts, especially when they know that any friends of
their own immediate circle are invited, and find them-
selves omitted. The A.D.C.-in-waiting sometimes has
to receive an irascible visitor who .wants to know the
reason why he and his spouse have not been invited to
dinner; and letters of remonstrance on this stibject
are believed to be by no means uncommon. But ee a
mild answer turneth away wrath/* and there is no
instance on record of the A.D.C. having ever suffered
from the much-threatened horsewhip.

There are very few native gentlemen who care to
meet their European brethren at the dinner-table, and
they, therefore, seldom appear at the Government
House dinner-parties. It is not that our native friends,
'especially of the wealthy and educated classes, do not
appreciate a dinner in the English or European style,
but, for reasons which it is not easy to explain satisfac-
torily, they seem to prefer to indulge themselves with
such meals in the privacy of their own houses. It has
also been considered advisable, of late years, not to
invite native gentlemen to the balls at Government
House. The reason for this can be put in a very
simple form. The native gentleman does not bring his
wife or daughters to the dance, and he himself does
not dance. Therefore his presence in a ball-room is
unnecessary. This explanation does not cover the
whole of the case, but it is sufficient for our present